Supporting a Lifesaving Resource: The Evans-Haynes Burn Center and the Old Dominion Firefighters Burn Foundation
Members of the Colonial Chapter of ASSP, along with members of SFPE, recently had the opportunity to attend an informative presentation about the Evans-Haynes Burn Center at VCU Medical Center. Retired Fire Chief Gerald Pruden, President of the Old Dominion Firefighters Burn Foundation, delivered this well prepared and highly informative talk. 
One of the most remarkable facts shared during the presentation is that the Evans-Haynes Burn Center is the oldest burn unit in the United States, serving patients since 1947. Today, the center provides specialized burn care to patients from across Virginia, including firefighters who suffer burn injuries in the line of duty. The burn center also works closely with Children’s Hospital of Richmond at VCU (CHoR), ensuring that pediatric burn patients receive expert care from burn specialists.
The Old Dominion Firefighters Burn Foundation plays a critical role in supporting burn survivors and their families. Through fundraising efforts and community support, the foundation helps provide resources that make a meaningful difference during some of the most challenging times in a family’s life.
One example is the foundation’s support of The Doorways; a lodging facility located near the hospital that offers affordable accommodations for families traveling from outside the Richmond area. Since burn treatment and recovery can often require extended hospital stays, this support helps relieve both financial and emotional burdens on families.
The foundation also invests in education and professional development. It provides specialized burn-care training for first responders and contributes approximately $25,000 annually toward advanced training for physicians learning burn treatment techniques.
Another innovative program supported by the foundation involves a therapeutic device known as “The Distractor.” This technology is used to help patients cope with the pain and stress associated with burn treatment by providing immersive distractions, with the goal of reducing reliance on powerful pain medications whenever possible.
Beyond these initiatives, the foundation hosts annual events that bring together burn survivors, families, caregivers, and supporters, fostering a strong community of encouragement and healing.
The presentation left a lasting impression on those in attendance. The dedication of the Evans-Haynes Burn Center and the Old Dominion Firefighters Burn Foundation highlights the importance of community support in advancing patient care, supporting families, and improving outcomes for burn survivors throughout Virginia. Several attendees expressed interest in supporting the foundation’s mission and helping to ensure these vital services remain available for those who need them most.
We appreciate Chief Pruden for sharing this inspiring information and look forward to seeing everyone at future chapter meetings.

